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Public libraries 
around the world 
are undergoing 

significant 
ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴΧ



Why do we 
need to 

rethink our 
buildings? 

Hjørring Bibliotek 
Denmark



Libraries today are less 
about where to put stuff 

and more about providing 
access to tools and 

ressourcespeople need.

DC Public Library Services and 
Facilities: A Framework for 

continuing success. DC Office of 

Planning (2010)

In urban planningthe library
functionsas icon, placemaker
and contributor to community

vitality

The role of public libraries in urban 
development and culture led 

regeneration(2010)

A public libraryshould
encompassfour spaces:
The inspiration space 
The learning space
The meeting space

The performative space

A new model for the public library in 
the knowledge and experience society 

(2012) 



A new library should have 
ΨƻƻƳǇƘΩ ƻǊ ΨǿƻǿΩ ŦŀŎǘƻǊΦ

IFLA Library Building 
Guidelines: Developments and 

Reflections (2007)

Service and buildings need to 
fit into the bigger picture, e.g. 

different service delivery 
models, community hubs, joint 

use and partnership 
opportunities.

People Places: a Guide for Public 
Library Buildings in New South Wales

(2012)

OodiHelsinki Central Library
Finland



BibliotecaVivaBiobio
Chile

BibliotecaVivaSur 
Chile

Library@Cinatown
Singapore

StadtbibliotekStuttgart
Germany

Public libraries 
come in all shapes 
and sizes. There is 
ƴƻ άƻƴŜ ǎƛȊŜ Ŧƛǘǎ 
ŀƭƭέ ǘŜƳǇƭŀǘŜΦ



Interaction 
with the 

surroundings

Flexibility

Learning  
space

Sustainability

Architectural
Quality

Digitisation



Spreading
awarenessof the 
impactof great

libraries!

My Tree House
Singapore

Role models

Createoppotunities
to promote 

libraries



Major cities are 
increasingly 

constructing new 
libraries to provide 
town centre, iconic 

architecture, 
placemakerfunction 
and civic identity and 

space.

ά¢ƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ƛǎ 
a fundamental 

building block in 
modern democratic 
ǎƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎΦέ Deichmanske

Bibliotek
Norway

(forthcoming)

Architectural 
quality and 
WOW factor



Winner 2016

DOKK1
Denmark

ñProgramming 
that would earlier 

attract 30-40 
people sells out 
100-200 tickets 

easily in this 
house ïpeople 
want to be here!òThe award has 

helped give the 
library a strong 
brand identity ς
not least among 
those who live in 

our city.



άǘƘƛǎ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ Ƙŀǎ 
become a centre

piece for the 
citizens of 
Singaporeέ

Shortlisted 2018

Tampines Regional 
Library

Singapore



Spaces must be 
flexible in order to be 
used for a variety of 

functions

Libraries must be 
flexible in design, 
responding to new 
trends and needs

Flexibility



Shortlisted 2018

Villa Lobos 
Park Library 

Brazil

ά¸ƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
able to plan any 
type of activity 

in this 
architectural 
ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴέThe 

architectural 
solutions makes 

it possible to 
participate and 
feel part of the 

room



Shortlisted2019

Bibliotheek
LocHal

The Netherlands
Large tapestries
serveas flexible
walls insidethe 

buildingand tracs
are left in the floor

for giantcommunity 
tablesmade from 

old pulleys

The adaptive 
strategyappliesto 

both the 
architecture, 

structuralsystems, 
climatecontrol and 

energyuse.



άhŦŦŜǊ ŀ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
space in high demand 
areas such as shopping 

centers. Provide meeting 
place, encourage people 
to read and participate in 

all kinds of cultural 
ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦέ

BibliotecaViva Biobio
Chile

Architectural design 
is essential. But it 
must be combined 
with and never take 

precedence over 
community needs 
and functionality.

Interaction 
with the 

surroundings



Winner 2015

Kista Library

Sweden

Both staff and 
managers have been 

invited to several 
conferences to talk 
about KistaLibrary, 
and how to work 

with the community, 
companies and the 
ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ 
ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ

We adjust and 
customiseour 
services and 

capabilities so 
that we are the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ 

library for our 
citizens every day.



More libraries are 
targeted, specialised
and have a specific 
community focus

This library acts as a 
change agent for 
vulnerable young 

people, in cooperation 
with local organisations

and professional 

specialists.

Shortlisted 2018

Biblio Toyen
Norway



Shortlisted 2019

¢ǹǊŀƴƎŀς
Christchurch

Central Library
Australia

Stands out as a 
physicaland social 

display of the 
resilienceof both

the peopleand civic
life.

After the great 
earthquake shook 

Christchurch in 2011 an 
outstanding user 

involvement process was 
undertaken for the new 

central library; and 
resulted in a place to be 

with people for the 
people.



aǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜǎΥ ά¢ƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ 
as physical space; The 
library as "expanded 

library" and promoter of 
digital literacy; The 

intercultural and all-age 
library and centerof 
ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦέ

Libraries must 
incorporate space 
for the multiplicity 

of current and 
future technologies

StadtbibliotekStuttgart
Germany

Digitisation
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The use of modern 
technologies can 
make anything 
possible, from 

modern materials, 
to neon colors, to 

virtual reality.
The award put 
us on the map 
as a modern 

library service

Winner 2014

Craigieburn
Library

Australia



¢ǹǊŀƴƎŀςChristchurchCentral Library
New zeeland

Technology 
becomes a 
tool rather 
than a goal

BibliotheekLocHal
Netherlands

OodiHelsinki Central Library
Finland

GreenSquareLibraryandPlaza
Australia



.

More libraries provide 
content creation 

spaces such as maker 
spaces, workshops and 

other flexible 
programming spaces

AnythinkWright Farms
USA

Learning space



Winner 2016

DOKK1
Denmark

Dokk1 received 
the award on 

the basis of our 
learning 

environments 
and IT 

integration.

They used the 
award money to 
invest in more 

interactive 
learning 

environments in 
the library

DOKK1 AarhusCentralLibrary
Denmark



Winner 2018

School7
Holland

Partners 
provide 
learning 
activities.

The facilities 
makes it possible 

to work with 
learning for all 

members of the 
community.

School7 KopgroepBibliotheken
Netherlands



A rise in libraries 
modelling 

sustainability in 
Buildings, services, 
programming and 

partnerships

Sustainability

ChungNamPublic Library
Korea



Shortlisted2018

Austin Central 
Library

Texas

Has its own 
energy 

production and 
rainwater 
systems



Highly efficient air 
conditioningsystems 

that employCO2 
sensors and 

underfloorheating 
allowingit to be
100% naturally

ventilated.

Shortlisted 2019

The Green Square 
Library and Plaza

Australia



Sustainable 
Development 

Goals

¢ǹǊŀƴƎŀ
New zeeland

Green Square Library and Plaza
Australia

Austin Central Library
Texas

BibliotheekLocHal
Netherlands


