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Transforming Digital Learning









Learner-Centred

• Inquiry-based learning
• Guide on the Side

• Brain-based learning
• Reduce stress
• Promote social interaction



“I love when instructors are so engaged 
with students that they can accommodate 
learners’ goals and interests, not just stick 
to a "script" or one way of doing things.”

- Professional Development Specialist at CalgaryLearns

Facilitating Technology Learning



Sustainable

• Flexible frameworks (no scripts)

• Connect with quality resources
• gcflearnfree.org
• digitallearn.org
• code.org

• Volunteers & partners

Don’t reinvent the wheel 



Effective

• Focus on skills
• Be platform-neutral
• Make thinking visible

• This isn’t easy!
• Computational thinking



Computational Thinking

Decomposing
Break the problem 
down into smaller 

pieces.

Pattern 
Matching

Find the similarities 
between things.

Abstraction
Remove unnecessary 

complexity 
(ignore the details that 

don’t matter).

Algorithm
Create an ordered set 

of instructions for 
solving the problem.

Icons by Arthur Slain at The Noun Project, Creative Commons CCBY License: https://thenounproject.com/ArtZ91/collection/blocks/?i=204136

Présentateur
Commentaires de présentation



https://thenounproject.com/ArtZ91/collection/blocks/?i=204136










Tech Mentors (Point-of-Need Learning)



Learn Online with the Library 
(Self-Directed Learning)





Présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
I used to think: Limited resources at the library. Used by Gamers.
Now I think: Valuable resources at the library, very useful.

I used to think: I’d have to pay to take detailed online courses.
Now I think: The public library is an amazing source of free online courses, especially Gale [Courses].



Get Started with Technology 
(Foundational Digital Literacy)



Présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
I used to think: I was afraid to try new technology.
Now I think: learning knowledge helps to wipe out the fear.

I used to think: tech was magic.
Now I think that now I can make it.





Présentateur
Commentaires de présentation
I used to think: learn computer is very difficult for me.
But now I think I can learn this.




Next Steps



Wrap-up & Recap
• Learner-Centred

• Inquiry-based learning
• Brain-based learning
• Guide on the Side

• Effective
• Focus on skills
• Be platform-neutral
• Make thinking visible

• Sustainable
• Flexible frameworks instead of scripts
• Connecting with quality resources



Resources
• Program Plans & Bibliography on Dropbox 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/s6i72xwvz7skqnj/AAAnAEQgra1NWH85LVitnSPya?dl=0
• IDEO’s Design Thinking Toolkit for Libraries:

https://www.ideo.com/post/design-thinking-for-libraries
• EU’s Digital Competence Framework: 

https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/digcomp
• Literacy For Life Foundation (Tech Talk): 

http://litforlife.com/adult-life-long-learning.php

Questions? Please reach out!
Carrie.Kitchen@calgarylibrary.ca

Happy to Share!

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/s6i72xwvz7skqnj/AAAnAEQgra1NWH85LVitnSPya?dl=0
https://www.ideo.com/post/design-thinking-for-libraries
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/digcomp
http://litforlife.com/adult-life-long-learning.php
mailto:Carrie.Kitchen@calgarylibrary.ca
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